
1 . 0  W E L C O M E

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

In preparation for the submission of a future 
planning application, Spurgeon’s College are 
pleased to share proposals for the development 
of replacement and new educational facilities and 
residential accommodation.

Spurgeon’s College are pleased to involve students, 
staff and the local and wider community in the 
planning process. Please take as much time as you 
need to read through the exhibition.

Spurgeon’s College welcome your comments, ideas 
and suggestions on the draft plans. The College 
will record them in its Statement of Community 
Involvement which will be submitted to Croydon 
Council as part of the planning application.

Thank you for taking the time to view the 
exhibition.

A B O U T  S P U R G E O N ` S  CO L L E G E

Spurgeon’s College, located at South Norwood 
Hill, has been an integral part of life in Croydon 
since 1923. As an Evangelical Christian 
theological College, we have earned a national 
and international reputation for excellence in 
theological education and ministerial formation.
 
The College’s significant importance to the social 
wellbeing of Croydon residents, and much further 
afield, has continued to grow over the past 100 
years. We now have more than 700 students, full 
and part-time, and currently over 70 ministers 
in training or on placement in Baptist and non-
Baptists churches. The courses are provided to a 
wide range of students, with 39% of students on an 
undergraduate degree course identified as being 
from minority groups. The College is supported by 
over 50 staff, working hard for our students here 
on campus and supporting students across the 
country and the globe in their studies.
 
During our 100 years in which we have called 
Croydon our home, we have worked closely with 
the community through our educational offering, 
the church and its wide reaching alumni. The 
College is dedicated to continuing this important 
work and supporting our friends and neighbours 
within the local community. However, the existing 
site and its buildings are not fit for purpose and 
changes must be made in order to be able to 
continue to do this.

Welcome to the Public Exhibition of Spurgeon’s College’s educational facilities 
and residential accommodation plans.



2 . 0  H I S T O R Y  O F  S P U R G E O N ` S  C O L L E G E

2019
In 2019 the College’s Governors took 
the unanimous decision to commence a 
site development project as part of the 
College’s strategic plan for the future.

1861 
 
Up until then, classes are held at the 
home of Congregational minister, George 
Rogers, of Albany Road, Camberwell. 
They then move to rooms in the newly 
built Metropolitan Tabernacle at 
Newington Butts (the area now known as 
Elephant and Castle). 

Early 1890s
‘Falkland Park’ (the estate in which the 
Spurgeon’s College building now resides) is 
named after Admiral the Hon. Plantaganet 
Pierrepoint Cary.  After Admiral Cary’s 
death in 1886, his nephew inherits the 
Falkland Park estate but cannot afford to 
run it – he sells it to Mr Thomas Meekin, 
a retired tea planter.  Mr Meekin decides 
to build a new mansion, what is now the 
Spurgeon’s College building.  Shortly after 
finishing the house, Mr Meekin is forced 
to sell the estate when his tea ships are 
reported lost at sea. 

1921–1922 
 
By the early 1920s the College has 
outgrown its premises in Temple Street 
so in 1921 the College Council appoints 
a committee to look for a house suitable 
for a residential college.  In 1922 Mr 
Charles Hay Walker offers to give his 
house, Falkland Park, and some of the 
surrounding land in trust to the College in 
memory of his wife, Fanny. 

1963–64
The large lecture room (LR2), (built as a 
games room and converted to the Ref. 
Library in 1981 and currently a lecture 
room) and the study bedrooms on the 2 
floors above, are built in 1963 with the 
opening ceremony taking place in 1964. 

A new ‘link passage’ is added to join the 
Library and the ‘new block’ to the main 
house. 

1992
Just outside the doors of the Chapel 
vestibule is a large bronze statue of 
Charles Spurgeon.  This originally stood 
in Baptist House in Southampton Row, 
London and is transferred to the College 
in 1992 when the Baptist Union moves to 
its new headquarters in Didcot. 

1856
Spurgeon’s College is established by the 
successful young Baptist minister Charles 
Haddon Spurgeon in order to help young 
men keen for ministerial training, but who 
had not received the formal academic 
education required for entry to the existing 
colleges.

Home of George Rogers

Metropolitan Tabernacle

Falkland Park Map

Mr Meekin’s Mansion

Portrait of Fanny Hay 
Walker (taken from 
Spurgeon’s College 
Heritage Collection)

Commemorative plaque in 
memory of Fanny Walker

Link from main house to library Bronze statue of  CH Spurgeon

1874
By September new purpose-built 
premises have been opened in Temple 
Street, behind the Tabernacle, to house 
the rapidly growing numbers of students. 

Classroom in Temple Street

Library in Temple Street

1900
Falkland Park is purchased by Mr and Mrs 
Charles Hay Walker.

Sale Booklet

1923
Spurgeon’s College moves to Falkland 
Park, where it has been based for the last 
96 years.  The house undergoes a period 
of construction, reconstruction, renovation 
and conservation against a backdrop of 
World War II, population expansion and 
financial support from patrons all over  
the world.  

Entrance hall

1957
The Cloister studies area, ‘The Pilgrim’s 
Way’, is built. These rooms, originally 
student study bedrooms and now 
studies for the teaching staff, are part 
of a building project begun in 1951 
and culminates in the opening of the 
College chapel in 1957 following a 
Centenary appeal. 

Library and Cloister studies area  
(student halls background)

1972
The original magnificent Victorian window, 
as can be seen in early photographs of 
the house, was blown out in the Second 
World War.  Apparently an anonymous lady 
suggested that this should be replaced 
with something rather more impressive so 
that the College’s emblem could actually 
be seen.  

As a result, a new window is designed and 
put in place in summer 1972, paid for by 
the generosity of 1st Baptist Church, Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. 

Stain glassed window, grand hall today

1937
The Main Library is built to bring all the 
College’s library books into one large 
room. 

Library plans

Refurbished library

Ramp leading to the library

2009
The reference library becomes a lecture 
room (LR2) and is rehoused in the newly 
refurbished library.  The library has one of / 
has the largest stock of theological books  
in the UK. 

A ramp is also built leading up to the library.
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Falkland Park estate but cannot afford to 
run it – he sells it to Mr Thomas Meekin, 
a retired tea planter.  Mr Meekin decides 
to build a new mansion, what is now the 
Spurgeon’s College building.  Shortly after 
finishing the house, Mr Meekin is forced 
to sell the estate when his tea ships are 
reported lost at sea. 

1921–1922 
 
By the early 1920s the College has 
outgrown its premises in Temple Street 
so in 1921 the College Council appoints 
a committee to look for a house suitable 
for a residential college.  In 1922 Mr 
Charles Hay Walker offers to give his 
house, Falkland Park, and some of the 
surrounding land in trust to the College in 
memory of his wife, Fanny. 

1963–64
The large lecture room (LR2), (built as a 
games room and converted to the Ref. 
Library in 1981 and currently a lecture 
room) and the study bedrooms on the 2 
floors above, are built in 1963 with the 
opening ceremony taking place in 1964. 

A new ‘link passage’ is added to join the 
Library and the ‘new block’ to the main 
house. 

1992
Just outside the doors of the Chapel 
vestibule is a large bronze statue of 
Charles Spurgeon.  This originally stood 
in Baptist House in Southampton Row, 
London and is transferred to the College 
in 1992 when the Baptist Union moves to 
its new headquarters in Didcot. 

1856
Spurgeon’s College is established by the 
successful young Baptist minister Charles 
Haddon Spurgeon in order to help young 
men keen for ministerial training, but who 
had not received the formal academic 
education required for entry to the existing 
colleges.
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By September new purpose-built 
premises have been opened in Temple 
Street, behind the Tabernacle, to house 
the rapidly growing numbers of students. 

Classroom in Temple Street

Library in Temple Street

1900
Falkland Park is purchased by Mr and Mrs 
Charles Hay Walker.

Sale Booklet

1923
Spurgeon’s College moves to Falkland 
Park, where it has been based for the last 
96 years.  The house undergoes a period 
of construction, reconstruction, renovation 
and conservation against a backdrop of 
World War II, population expansion and 
financial support from patrons all over  
the world.  

Entrance hall

1957
The Cloister studies area, ‘The Pilgrim’s 
Way’, is built. These rooms, originally 
student study bedrooms and now 
studies for the teaching staff, are part 
of a building project begun in 1951 
and culminates in the opening of the 
College chapel in 1957 following a 
Centenary appeal. 

Library and Cloister studies area  
(student halls background)

1972
The original magnificent Victorian window, 
as can be seen in early photographs of 
the house, was blown out in the Second 
World War.  Apparently an anonymous lady 
suggested that this should be replaced 
with something rather more impressive so 
that the College’s emblem could actually 
be seen.  

As a result, a new window is designed and 
put in place in summer 1972, paid for by 
the generosity of 1st Baptist Church, Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. 

Stain glassed window, grand hall today

1937
The Main Library is built to bring all the 
College’s library books into one large 
room. 

Library plans

Refurbished library

Ramp leading to the library

2009
The reference library becomes a lecture 
room (LR2) and is rehoused in the newly 
refurbished library.  The library has one of / 
has the largest stock of theological books  
in the UK. 

A ramp is also built leading up to the library.
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By the early 1920s the College has 
outgrown its premises in Temple Street 
so in 1921 the College Council appoints 
a committee to look for a house suitable 
for a residential college.  In 1922 Mr 
Charles Hay Walker offers to give his 
house, Falkland Park, and some of the 
surrounding land in trust to the College in 
memory of his wife, Fanny. 
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of a building project begun in 1951 
and culminates in the opening of the 
College chapel in 1957 following a 
Centenary appeal. 
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the world.  

Entrance hall

1957
The Cloister studies area, ‘The Pilgrim’s 
Way’, is built. These rooms, originally 
student study bedrooms and now 
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and culminates in the opening of the 
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that the College’s emblem could actually 
be seen.  

As a result, a new window is designed and 
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floors above, are built in 1963 with the 
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vestibule is a large bronze statue of 
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its new headquarters in Didcot. 
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education required for entry to the existing 
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Park, where it has been based for the last 
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financial support from patrons all over  
the world.  
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Way’, is built. These rooms, originally 
student study bedrooms and now 
studies for the teaching staff, are part 
of a building project begun in 1951 
and culminates in the opening of the 
College chapel in 1957 following a 
Centenary appeal. 

Library and Cloister studies area  
(student halls background)
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the house, was blown out in the Second 
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suggested that this should be replaced 
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that the College’s emblem could actually 
be seen.  

As a result, a new window is designed and 
put in place in summer 1972, paid for by 
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The Main Library is built to bring all the 
College’s library books into one large 
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The reference library becomes a lecture 
room (LR2) and is rehoused in the newly 
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has the largest stock of theological books  
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A ramp is also built leading up to the library.

2.0 Timeline

2019
In 2019 the College’s Governors took 
the unanimous decision to commence a 
site development project as part of the 
College’s strategic plan for the future.

1861 
 
Up until then, classes are held at the 
home of Congregational minister, George 
Rogers, of Albany Road, Camberwell. 
They then move to rooms in the newly 
built Metropolitan Tabernacle at 
Newington Butts (the area now known as 
Elephant and Castle). 

Early 1890s
‘Falkland Park’ (the estate in which the 
Spurgeon’s College building now resides) is 
named after Admiral the Hon. Plantaganet 
Pierrepoint Cary.  After Admiral Cary’s 
death in 1886, his nephew inherits the 
Falkland Park estate but cannot afford to 
run it – he sells it to Mr Thomas Meekin, 
a retired tea planter.  Mr Meekin decides 
to build a new mansion, what is now the 
Spurgeon’s College building.  Shortly after 
finishing the house, Mr Meekin is forced 
to sell the estate when his tea ships are 
reported lost at sea. 

1921–1922 
 
By the early 1920s the College has 
outgrown its premises in Temple Street 
so in 1921 the College Council appoints 
a committee to look for a house suitable 
for a residential college.  In 1922 Mr 
Charles Hay Walker offers to give his 
house, Falkland Park, and some of the 
surrounding land in trust to the College in 
memory of his wife, Fanny. 

1963–64
The large lecture room (LR2), (built as a 
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World War II, population expansion and 
financial support from patrons all over  
the world.  

Entrance hall

1957
The Cloister studies area, ‘The Pilgrim’s 
Way’, is built. These rooms, originally 
student study bedrooms and now 
studies for the teaching staff, are part 
of a building project begun in 1951 
and culminates in the opening of the 
College chapel in 1957 following a 
Centenary appeal. 

Library and Cloister studies area  
(student halls background)

1972
The original magnificent Victorian window, 
as can be seen in early photographs of 
the house, was blown out in the Second 
World War.  Apparently an anonymous lady 
suggested that this should be replaced 
with something rather more impressive so 
that the College’s emblem could actually 
be seen.  

As a result, a new window is designed and 
put in place in summer 1972, paid for by 
the generosity of 1st Baptist Church, Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. 

Stain glassed window, grand hall today

1937
The Main Library is built to bring all the 
College’s library books into one large 
room. 

Library plans

Refurbished library

Ramp leading to the library

2009
The reference library becomes a lecture 
room (LR2) and is rehoused in the newly 
refurbished library.  The library has one of / 
has the largest stock of theological books  
in the UK. 

A ramp is also built leading up to the library.

2.0 Timeline

2019
In 2019 the College’s Governors took 
the unanimous decision to commence a 
site development project as part of the 
College’s strategic plan for the future.

1861 
 
Up until then, classes are held at the 
home of Congregational minister, George 
Rogers, of Albany Road, Camberwell. 
They then move to rooms in the newly 
built Metropolitan Tabernacle at 
Newington Butts (the area now known as 
Elephant and Castle). 

Early 1890s
‘Falkland Park’ (the estate in which the 
Spurgeon’s College building now resides) is 
named after Admiral the Hon. Plantaganet 
Pierrepoint Cary.  After Admiral Cary’s 
death in 1886, his nephew inherits the 
Falkland Park estate but cannot afford to 
run it – he sells it to Mr Thomas Meekin, 
a retired tea planter.  Mr Meekin decides 
to build a new mansion, what is now the 
Spurgeon’s College building.  Shortly after 
finishing the house, Mr Meekin is forced 
to sell the estate when his tea ships are 
reported lost at sea. 

1921–1922 
 
By the early 1920s the College has 
outgrown its premises in Temple Street 
so in 1921 the College Council appoints 
a committee to look for a house suitable 
for a residential college.  In 1922 Mr 
Charles Hay Walker offers to give his 
house, Falkland Park, and some of the 
surrounding land in trust to the College in 
memory of his wife, Fanny. 

1963–64
The large lecture room (LR2), (built as a 
games room and converted to the Ref. 
Library in 1981 and currently a lecture 
room) and the study bedrooms on the 2 
floors above, are built in 1963 with the 
opening ceremony taking place in 1964. 

A new ‘link passage’ is added to join the 
Library and the ‘new block’ to the main 
house. 

1992
Just outside the doors of the Chapel 
vestibule is a large bronze statue of 
Charles Spurgeon.  This originally stood 
in Baptist House in Southampton Row, 
London and is transferred to the College 
in 1992 when the Baptist Union moves to 
its new headquarters in Didcot. 

1856
Spurgeon’s College is established by the 
successful young Baptist minister Charles 
Haddon Spurgeon in order to help young 
men keen for ministerial training, but who 
had not received the formal academic 
education required for entry to the existing 
colleges.

Home of George Rogers
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Falkland Park Map

Mr Meekin’s Mansion

Portrait of Fanny Hay 
Walker (taken from 
Spurgeon’s College 
Heritage Collection)

Commemorative plaque in 
memory of Fanny Walker

Link from main house to library Bronze statue of  CH Spurgeon
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3 . 0  V I S I O N

To adapt to the opportunities in Higher Education 
and to develop the College’s position in the 
global and diverse city of London, the College 
has established an exciting and wide-ranging 
strategic plan, which includes an ambitious goal 
of obtaining university title. This will result in the 
significant enhancement of its educational offer to 
increased numbers of students from Croydon and 
London. Additionally, the College’s partnerships 
with UK and international universities are 
anticipated to widen the courses available on the 
South Norwood Site and expand the student and 
staff body. 

To achieve the planned transformation of 
the College site, the College must attain Key 
Deliverables to deliver its academic aspirations and 
secure its long-term financial sustainability:

• Replenishing the College’s capital reserves 
which will support Spurgeon’s College and its 
continued commitment to provide world class 
education to those within Croydon, across 
London and around the world;

• Securing additional income to meet charitable 
and regulatory requirements;

• Creating Educational Accommodation to replace 
most of the existing buildings and increasing the 
quality, capacity and flexibility of the campus.

Why now? Contributing to Croydon
For nearly 100 years Spurgeon’s College has 
worked closely with the Croydon community, 
becoming embedded as a valued member 
through its educational offering, the church and 
its wide reaching alumni. The College is dedicated 
to continuing this important work. However, 
the existing site and buildings are not fit for 
purpose and changes must be made in order to 
be able to continue to do this, and to ensure that 
Croydon remains the home of a global leader in 
theological teaching. In addition to the above the 
development will hope to contribute to the local 
area through:

• Substantially increase the quality and capacity 
of teaching facilities and the academic 
infrastructure, providing the building blocks 
to deliver the first home-grown university in 
Croydon;

• Increase the number of university students able 
to access higher education in Croydon by a 
factor of five;

• Introduce further university level courses in a 
range of business, educational and humanities 
subjects;

• Improve appropriate accessibility of parts of the 
site for community and external educational 
benefit; 

• Improve the gateway and entrance of the 
College; 

• Substantially enhance the provision available 
to local community groups and charities, 
furthering the College’s ability to continue its 
support to the local community.



4 . 0  S I T E  I N T R O D U C T I O N
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The Spurgeon’s College site is located on South 
Norwood Hill in the London Borough of Croydon. 
The site contains the main three to five-storey 
Spurgeon’s College buildings, library, chapel and 
ancillary accommodation associated with the 
College, a lawn, a woodland and considerable 
surface level car parking, roads and infrastructure.

The wider area beyond the site is predominantly 
residential, surrounded on three sides by two 
and two-and-a-half storey houses, with three to 
four storey apartments located to the northeast. 
The site and wider area are subject to significant 
changes in topography, with the land falling away 
to the east, south, north west and west.

The main house was built in the 1890s on the site 
of an existing house. Originally known as Falkland 
Park, the house was designed by the architect 
Henry Adair Rawlins (c.1861-1937). 

The site and the woodlands have been subject 
to a number of alterations, particularly to the 
main house, which was subject to three phases 
of extension. There were two phases to the east 
extension, one shortly after the construction of the 
building (before 1894) consisting of two floors and 
one in the early 20th century. Parts of the earlier 
extension may have been altered when the second 
floor was added. The dining hall and lecture room 6 
are also a later addition, with the datestone giving 
a 1900 date. 

Following this the library building (1937) and a 
number of post war extensions were added along 
the southern boundary. It is our view that some of 
these interventions do little to enhance the original 
building.



5 . 0  B R I E F

The brief for the proposal seeks to support the long 
term ambitions for the College and its pursuit of 
University status, whilst ensuring that the locally 
listed building and grounds remain at the forefront of 
consideration. New interventions or additions aim to 
enhance rather than detract from the existing main 
building and its adjoining grounds. 

This form of enabling development will seek to future 
proof the College`s sustainability and ambitions, 
provide fit for purpose new and remodelled 
educational facilities and accommodation including 
a new Principal’s House. The cost of this is to be offset 
by new residential provision.  The design solution will 
also create a cohesive and sustainable environment, 
protecting the existing assets and areas of  woodland, 
that ensures that the two very different uses can co-
habit.

P R O P O S E D  CO M P O N E N T S :

Educational Provision:
Walker House 
(c160 seat chapel, 19 Lecturers Offices, Administration 
Offices, Meeting Rooms)

Thomas Johnson Building 
(13 no. lecture theaters each ranging from c15 to c80 
occupants, Heritage interpretation space)

Margaret Jarman 
(Library, c140 seat conference centre and gathering 
spaces, Dining and kitchen)

Ancillary provision
(Principal’s House, Maintenance team provision) 

Residential Provision:
(Block A, Block B, Block C)

Residen�al Block A

Residen�al Block B

Woodland

Garden

Arrival 
Square

Residen�al 

Block C

Principal`s 
House

Thomas Johnson Building

Walker House

Margaret Jarman Building
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The College’s objective is to enhance the teaching 
facilities by creating a sense of place and identity. On 
their journey towards becoming a university, there 
are two important spaces that had to be defined and 
shaped to help achieve this objective.

H E R I TAG E

Heritage of the main house has been an important 
inspiration in the design process. This has led to a 
proposal which not only allows for the modernisation 
of the College but also retains and enhances the 
heritage interest of the house. The proposals seek 
to retain parts of the original house which has both 
design and social value to Spurgeon’s College. This 
would then become the focal point of the site.

E D U C AT I O N A L

Upon arrival it was important for there to both a visual 
and a physical ‘Arrival Square’ to be focused outwards 
towards the educational community. Once within the 
grounds of the college, Garden becomes the centre of 
the campus and the new buildings to the north and 
south frame Walker House. 

The Chapel will be located at the heart the College, 
as part of the new extension to the Walker House. It 
stands as a symbol of what the College represents, 
and so it is right that it is visible on arrival as part of 
the entrance sequence.

R E S I D E N T I A L

The location of the residential blocks are largely 
orientated to the east and southern boundary of the 
site. This location reduces the visual impact of these 
buildings on the setting of the Walker House at the 
centre of the site.
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Margaret Jarman Building - Educational 
The building has been carefully positioned to 
the south of Walker House so as not to obstruct 
views of its principal west elevation and, along 
with the new Thomas Johnson building oppo-
site, forms a new College Quad at the heart of 
the site.

South Norwood Hill

G
rangeclifffe 

G
ardens

Thomas Johnson Building - Educational
The building footprint is located away from 
the main site entrance to improve approach 
sequence to the college campus. The existing 
Walker House entrance is to be retained. 

Principals House
Relates to neighbouring 
houses and the 
woodland area.

Walker House - Educational
The existing, poor quality and 
obsolete extension to Walker 
House is replaced with a new 
extension that complements the 
design of the original house.

Arrival Square - Educational
Open space and public realm at main 
entrance from South Norwood Hill, giving 
a clearer view of Walker House upon 
approaching the site. Car parking has been 
removed from the front of the main house 
entrance and replaced by an open plaza.

Site
Entrance

Block B - Residential
Block B: Positioned away from Walker 
House so as not impact on views of 
the building, however kept away 
from the site boundary, behind the 
existing line of trees on the boundary 
to minimise impact to neighbouring 
properties

Block C - Residential
Positioned to align with Block 
B and behind the existing 
tress on site to be less visible 
from Walker House.  

Woodland
The development has 
been arranged to minimise 
impact on the existing 
woodland area.

Block A - Residential
Positioned away from Walker 
House so as not impact on views 
of the building, however kept 
away from the site boundary, to 
minimise impact to neighbouring 
properties
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8 . 0  C H A R A C T E R  A N D  M A T E R I A L S

V I E W  O F  P R O P O S E D  M A R G A R E T  J A R M A N 
A N D  R E S I D E N T I A L  B L O C K  B 

Walker House, built in 1890, 
sits prominently at the centre 
of the site and is an integral 
and influential part of this 
proposal. Our aspiration is for 
all the new buildings proposed 
across the site to respect and 
acknowledge the architectural 
quality of the locally listed 
Walker House. 

We propose architecture that is 
timeless and therefore want to 
actively avoid a mere pastiche 
copy of this building, however 
we hope that by interpreting 
the architectural principles 
of the original building: clear 
structural rhythm, strong 
vertical coursing and domestic 
scale fenestration and details, 
we can achieve a sympathetic 
and harmonious proposal for 
the site as a whole. 

These points have influenced 
the design of our proposals 
which are illustrated on the 
following boards which 
capture an essence of the civic 
character we aim to deliver in 
the proposed scheme.



1 . 0  I N T R O D U C T I O N  -  S P U R G E O N ’ S  C O L L E G E
V I E W  O F  P R O P O S E D  W A L K E R  H O U S E , 

E X T E N S I O N  A N D  A R R I V A L  S Q U A R E 



1 . 0  I N T R O D U C T I O N  -  S P U R G E O N ’ S  C O L L E G E

V I E W  O F  P R O P O S E D  W A L K E R  H O U S E ,  T H O M A S  J O H N S O N 
A N D  M A R G A R E T  J A R M A N  B U I L D I N G S 


