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2019
In 2019 the College’s Governors took 
the unanimous decision to commence a 
site development project as part of the 
College’s strategic plan for the future.

1861 
 
Up until then, classes are held at the 
home of Congregational minister, George 
Rogers, of Albany Road, Camberwell. 
They then move to rooms in the newly 
built Metropolitan Tabernacle at 
Newington Butts (the area now known as 
Elephant and Castle). 

Early 1890s
‘Falkland Park’ (the estate in which the 
Spurgeon’s College building now resides) is 
named after Admiral the Hon. Plantaganet 
Pierrepoint Cary.  After Admiral Cary’s 
death in 1886, his nephew inherits the 
Falkland Park estate but cannot afford to 
run it – he sells it to Mr Thomas Meekin, 
a retired tea planter.  Mr Meekin decides 
to build a new mansion, what is now the 
Spurgeon’s College building.  Shortly after 
finishing the house, Mr Meekin is forced 
to sell the estate when his tea ships are 
reported lost at sea. 

1921–1922 
 
By the early 1920s the College has 
outgrown its premises in Temple Street 
so in 1921 the College Council appoints 
a committee to look for a house suitable 
for a residential college.  In 1922 Mr 
Charles Hay Walker offers to give his 
house, Falkland Park, and some of the 
surrounding land in trust to the College in 
memory of his wife, Fanny. 

1963–64
The large lecture room (LR2), (built as a 
games room and converted to the Ref. 
Library in 1981 and currently a lecture 
room) and the study bedrooms on the 2 
floors above, are built in 1963 with the 
opening ceremony taking place in 1964. 

A new ‘link passage’ is added to join the 
Library and the ‘new block’ to the main 
house. 

1992
Just outside the doors of the Chapel 
vestibule is a large bronze statue of 
Charles Spurgeon.  This originally stood 
in Baptist House in Southampton Row, 
London and is transferred to the College 
in 1992 when the Baptist Union moves to 
its new headquarters in Didcot. 

1856
Spurgeon’s College is established by the 
successful young Baptist minister Charles 
Haddon Spurgeon in order to help young 
men keen for ministerial training, but who 
had not received the formal academic 
education required for entry to the existing 
colleges.

Home of George Rogers

Metropolitan Tabernacle

Falkland Park Map

Mr Meekin’s Mansion

Portrait of Fanny Hay 
Walker (taken from 
Spurgeon’s College 
Heritage Collection)

Commemorative plaque in 
memory of Fanny Walker

Link from main house to library Bronze statue of  CH Spurgeon

1874
By September new purpose-built 
premises have been opened in Temple 
Street, behind the Tabernacle, to house 
the rapidly growing numbers of students. 

Classroom in Temple Street

Library in Temple Street

1900
Falkland Park is purchased by Mr and Mrs 
Charles Hay Walker.

Sale Booklet

1923
Spurgeon’s College moves to Falkland 
Park, where it has been based for the last 
96 years.  The house undergoes a period 
of construction, reconstruction, renovation 
and conservation against a backdrop of 
World War II, population expansion and 
financial support from patrons all over  
the world.  

Entrance hall

1957
The Cloister studies area, ‘The Pilgrim’s 
Way’, is built. These rooms, originally 
student study bedrooms and now 
studies for the teaching staff, are part 
of a building project begun in 1951 
and culminates in the opening of the 
College chapel in 1957 following a 
Centenary appeal. 

Library and Cloister studies area  
(student halls background)

1972
The original magnificent Victorian window, 
as can be seen in early photographs of 
the house, was blown out in the Second 
World War.  Apparently an anonymous lady 
suggested that this should be replaced 
with something rather more impressive so 
that the College’s emblem could actually 
be seen.  

As a result, a new window is designed and 
put in place in summer 1972, paid for by 
the generosity of 1st Baptist Church, Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. 

Stain glassed window, grand hall today

1937
The Main Library is built to bring all the 
College’s library books into one large 
room. 

Library plans

Refurbished library

Ramp leading to the library

2009
The reference library becomes a lecture 
room (LR2) and is rehoused in the newly 
refurbished library.  The library has one of / 
has the largest stock of theological books  
in the UK. 

A ramp is also built leading up to the library.
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Library in Temple Street

1900
Falkland Park is purchased by Mr and Mrs 
Charles Hay Walker.

Sale Booklet

1923
Spurgeon’s College moves to Falkland 
Park, where it has been based for the last 
96 years.  The house undergoes a period 
of construction, reconstruction, renovation 
and conservation against a backdrop of 
World War II, population expansion and 
financial support from patrons all over  
the world.  

Entrance hall

1957
The Cloister studies area, ‘The Pilgrim’s 
Way’, is built. These rooms, originally 
student study bedrooms and now 
studies for the teaching staff, are part 
of a building project begun in 1951 
and culminates in the opening of the 
College chapel in 1957 following a 
Centenary appeal. 

Library and Cloister studies area  
(student halls background)

1972
The original magnificent Victorian window, 
as can be seen in early photographs of 
the house, was blown out in the Second 
World War.  Apparently an anonymous lady 
suggested that this should be replaced 
with something rather more impressive so 
that the College’s emblem could actually 
be seen.  

As a result, a new window is designed and 
put in place in summer 1972, paid for by 
the generosity of 1st Baptist Church, Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. 

Stain glassed window, grand hall today

1937
The Main Library is built to bring all the 
College’s library books into one large 
room. 

Library plans

Refurbished library

Ramp leading to the library

2009
The reference library becomes a lecture 
room (LR2) and is rehoused in the newly 
refurbished library.  The library has one of / 
has the largest stock of theological books  
in the UK. 

A ramp is also built leading up to the library.

2.0 Timeline

2019
In 2019 the College’s Governors took 
the unanimous decision to commence a 
site development project as part of the 
College’s strategic plan for the future.

1861 
 
Up until then, classes are held at the 
home of Congregational minister, George 
Rogers, of Albany Road, Camberwell. 
They then move to rooms in the newly 
built Metropolitan Tabernacle at 
Newington Butts (the area now known as 
Elephant and Castle). 

Early 1890s
‘Falkland Park’ (the estate in which the 
Spurgeon’s College building now resides) is 
named after Admiral the Hon. Plantaganet 
Pierrepoint Cary.  After Admiral Cary’s 
death in 1886, his nephew inherits the 
Falkland Park estate but cannot afford to 
run it – he sells it to Mr Thomas Meekin, 
a retired tea planter.  Mr Meekin decides 
to build a new mansion, what is now the 
Spurgeon’s College building.  Shortly after 
finishing the house, Mr Meekin is forced 
to sell the estate when his tea ships are 
reported lost at sea. 
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so in 1921 the College Council appoints 
a committee to look for a house suitable 
for a residential college.  In 1922 Mr 
Charles Hay Walker offers to give his 
house, Falkland Park, and some of the 
surrounding land in trust to the College in 
memory of his wife, Fanny. 
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The large lecture room (LR2), (built as a 
games room and converted to the Ref. 
Library in 1981 and currently a lecture 
room) and the study bedrooms on the 2 
floors above, are built in 1963 with the 
opening ceremony taking place in 1964. 

A new ‘link passage’ is added to join the 
Library and the ‘new block’ to the main 
house. 

1992
Just outside the doors of the Chapel 
vestibule is a large bronze statue of 
Charles Spurgeon.  This originally stood 
in Baptist House in Southampton Row, 
London and is transferred to the College 
in 1992 when the Baptist Union moves to 
its new headquarters in Didcot. 

1856
Spurgeon’s College is established by the 
successful young Baptist minister Charles 
Haddon Spurgeon in order to help young 
men keen for ministerial training, but who 
had not received the formal academic 
education required for entry to the existing 
colleges.
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run it – he sells it to Mr Thomas Meekin, 
a retired tea planter.  Mr Meekin decides 
to build a new mansion, what is now the 
Spurgeon’s College building.  Shortly after 
finishing the house, Mr Meekin is forced 
to sell the estate when his tea ships are 
reported lost at sea. 

1921–1922 
 
By the early 1920s the College has 
outgrown its premises in Temple Street 
so in 1921 the College Council appoints 
a committee to look for a house suitable 
for a residential college.  In 1922 Mr 
Charles Hay Walker offers to give his 
house, Falkland Park, and some of the 
surrounding land in trust to the College in 
memory of his wife, Fanny. 

1963–64
The large lecture room (LR2), (built as a 
games room and converted to the Ref. 
Library in 1981 and currently a lecture 
room) and the study bedrooms on the 2 
floors above, are built in 1963 with the 
opening ceremony taking place in 1964. 

A new ‘link passage’ is added to join the 
Library and the ‘new block’ to the main 
house. 

1992
Just outside the doors of the Chapel 
vestibule is a large bronze statue of 
Charles Spurgeon.  This originally stood 
in Baptist House in Southampton Row, 
London and is transferred to the College 
in 1992 when the Baptist Union moves to 
its new headquarters in Didcot. 

1856
Spurgeon’s College is established by the 
successful young Baptist minister Charles 
Haddon Spurgeon in order to help young 
men keen for ministerial training, but who 
had not received the formal academic 
education required for entry to the existing 
colleges.

Home of George Rogers

Metropolitan Tabernacle

Falkland Park Map

Mr Meekin’s Mansion

Portrait of Fanny Hay 
Walker (taken from 
Spurgeon’s College 
Heritage Collection)

Commemorative plaque in 
memory of Fanny Walker

Link from main house to library Bronze statue of  CH Spurgeon

1874
By September new purpose-built 
premises have been opened in Temple 
Street, behind the Tabernacle, to house 
the rapidly growing numbers of students. 

Classroom in Temple Street

Library in Temple Street

1900
Falkland Park is purchased by Mr and Mrs 
Charles Hay Walker.

Sale Booklet

1923
Spurgeon’s College moves to Falkland 
Park, where it has been based for the last 
96 years.  The house undergoes a period 
of construction, reconstruction, renovation 
and conservation against a backdrop of 
World War II, population expansion and 
financial support from patrons all over  
the world.  

Entrance hall

1957
The Cloister studies area, ‘The Pilgrim’s 
Way’, is built. These rooms, originally 
student study bedrooms and now 
studies for the teaching staff, are part 
of a building project begun in 1951 
and culminates in the opening of the 
College chapel in 1957 following a 
Centenary appeal. 

Library and Cloister studies area  
(student halls background)

1972
The original magnificent Victorian window, 
as can be seen in early photographs of 
the house, was blown out in the Second 
World War.  Apparently an anonymous lady 
suggested that this should be replaced 
with something rather more impressive so 
that the College’s emblem could actually 
be seen.  

As a result, a new window is designed and 
put in place in summer 1972, paid for by 
the generosity of 1st Baptist Church, Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. 

Stain glassed window, grand hall today

1937
The Main Library is built to bring all the 
College’s library books into one large 
room. 

Library plans

Refurbished library

Ramp leading to the library

2009
The reference library becomes a lecture 
room (LR2) and is rehoused in the newly 
refurbished library.  The library has one of / 
has the largest stock of theological books  
in the UK. 

A ramp is also built leading up to the library.

2.0 Timeline
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